Conservation Advisory Council (CAC)
Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP)
Waterfront Advisory Committee (WAC)
 
 Town of Rhinebeck
 
LIST OF 2009 ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
 
        CAC completed preparation of a Tree Ordinance, which has been adopted by the Village Board. The  Tree Commission established by the Ordnance will advise and aid the Village (and, when appropriate, the Town) in all matters relating to our Community Forest, such as planting sites and appropriate species, tree protection and maintenance, public information, tree inventory, etc.

 

        Under a DEC Grant had Spring and Fall tree plantings and further distribution of Tree Care leaflet.

 

        Under a DEC Estuary Grant  planted Riparian buffers along Landsmans Kill next to the Mini Park and near the Village Highway Department with volunteers including a Middle School science teacher and students

 

        High School students and members of the Environmental Club made poster about the Riparian buffer for the Mini Park

 

        Developed science-based application review procedures for the CAC to assist the Planning Board in a consistent manner.  The procedures include three map templates and are based on Hudsonia’s guide to using habitat information detailed in Significant Habitats in the Town of Rhinebeck.  One map identifies wetlands, streams, steep slopes, and farmland soils. A second map marks habitat areas. A third map delineates priority habitats and conservation zones. Maps for specific land parcels can be generated on our shared computer in Town Hall using GIS software that CAC purchased in 2009.  These maps will aid Planning members and others in their analysis of the parcels.

 

        Continued to review Planning and Zoning Board applications, providing LWRP Consistency Reviews where applicable. 

 

        Significant progress was made on the Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) in 2009 with most chapters complete.  In 2010 plan to generate CAC’s comprehensive Open Space Map based on analysis of the resources.

 

        Reviewed the updated Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Law, Wetlands Law, and Subdivision Regulations and sent our reviews and comments to Town Board, Planning Board and Zoning Board.

 

        Did LWRP consistency reviews for Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Law, and Subdivision Regulations 

 

        Did LWRP consistency review for the Master Plan of Thompson-Mazzarella Park

 

        Started compiling a directory of energy saving tips for sustainable lifestyles here in Rhinebeck.  Copies of the directory were passed out at fair booths (see below)

 

        Had booths at the Green Fair in April, Dutchess County Fair in August, and at the Farmers’ Market in early October, where we distributed various materials on CAC, including a Welcome package, a directory of energy saving measures,  Tree Care leaflets, etc.

 

        On January 30 organized a public presentation in Town Hall by ReNEWAGE on their waste management system (creating small wetland areas) as a possible alternative for the Vanderburgh Cove.

 

        Prepared a preliminary draft for the Wetlands leaflet to be edited with specifics from the passed Wetlands Law to be distributed in 2010.

 

        Significantly contributed to the development and organization of the Rhinebeck Community Garden in Thompson-Mazzarella Park

 

        Promoted the Thompson-Mazzarella Park to the public at large and especially school students by co-organizing environmental education events with Winnakee Land Trust, Cornell Cooperative Extension, “No Child Be Left Inside” and the Stream Alliance of Northern Dutchess (SAND):

o       “Exploring Our Park” for the National Day of Service on Martin Luther King weekend: invasive species removal, photo contest, and GPS scavenger 

o       “Stream Exploration and Scavenger Hunt at Thompson-Mazzarella Park” for Watershed Awareness Month on July 19: a wetland habitats scavenger hunt, games, and walk in the park

 

        Raphael Notin and Lisa Camp presented CAC’s new review procedures and map templates to the Biodiversity Conservation Roundtable at DEC Headquarters, sponsored by Hudsonsia.
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