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MEETING MINUTES

Meeting:
February 22, 2007

Location:
Rhinecliff Fire House

Subject:
Regular Meeting

Participants:

· Present
· Absent
· Lance Ringel

· Melissa Cohen

· Kathy Flynn

· Greg Sokaris

· Sharon Rushton

· Mark Browne

· Tom Holsapple

· Geoff Sanborn

· Dod Crane

David Anthone

Copies to:

Rhinebeck Town Board

Rhinecliff.org

Kathy Kinsella

Rhinecliff Dock Committee

Overview of Discussion:

Meeting began at 7:00

Mark Browne reported on the request to revise the parking regulations on Shatzell Avenue. After some discussion of the issue, the council began to consider formalizing its previous support for two-hour parking on the north side of Shatzell and no parking on the south side. At that point, one of the attendees informed the council that there’s going to be a traffic island in front of the Rhinecliff Hotel on Shatzell. The council quickly came to the conclusion that no action could be taken on this issue until it knows more about James Chapman’s current plans. In addition, Dod Crane said he would talk to the engineers who had approved the island, because they report to the town board.

Mark Browne also reported on Chris Gould’s request to create a recommendation for reducing the speed limit in the hamlet by five miles per hour. This would enable the town to pursue further traffic calming measures, like gateways and curb cuts that signal that you’re entering a densely populated area. After some discussion, it was decided that here too we need more information before proceeding, and that this issue would be at the top of the agenda for the next meeting. Some of that information may come from the town’s proposed study this spring of traffic volume in and out of the hamlet.

The waterfront committee presented a proposal to construct a 150-foot-long walkway along the river just north of the current waterfront park, at a cost of approximately $83,000. The chair of the committee, Cynthia Baer, said that this is phase one of what is potentially a three-phase project that would involve the construction of a kayak facility under the roadway ramp and a floating dock system that would be anchored to the walkway. 

One attendee asked if the plan had been checked by any regulatory commitee. One of the members of the waterfront committee said they had checked with the DEC and that no special permits would be required because of how far it would be above the waterline. Lance Ringel asked if the grant money for the project had to be spent by a certain date. Cynthia Baer said that they had successfully written letters of extension but that they wouldn’t be able to write such letters forever. Kathy Flynn said that as a taxpayer she was concerned about the potential costs of maintenance. Cynthia Baer said that it would be relatively low maintenance; it would be cleaned by the same team that is currently cleaning the waterfront park. Greg Sokaris said he was concerned about whether the council’s approval of the walkway proposal would constitute tacit approval of the proposed next phases. Melissa Cohen said she wanted to know if there could be child safety provisions in the plan and whether there would be any further development south of the waterfront park. Cynthia Baer said that no docks are child-safe and that the town doesn’t own the land south of the park. One attendee said that pylons would have to be driven into the river bed in order to support the walkway, and that the Army Corps of Engineers would have to get involved at that point, which could lead to delays. Cynthia Baer said that the nature of these kinds of proposals was that all such contingencies couldn’t be addressed in advance, that this was just the concept phase. Cynthia Phillip asked about the potential problem of a strong current in the river. One attendee said that the current along that stretch of shoreline wasn’t very strong because the dock blocked it. 

Sharon Rushton moved that the council approve the concept for the walkway, without any implict approval of the further phases of the project. Mark Browne seconded the motion. The council voted 8-0 in favor of the motion. 

An attendee raised a question about the municipal parking lot. During the Feb. 14 storm, he said, no trucks came by to plow the lot. In addition, on Feb. 15, the town cleaned the snow from in front of one person’s properties but no one else’s. Dod Crane said he would talk to Kathy Kinsella about this. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50.

