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MEETING MINUTES

Meeting:
March 8, 2007

Location:
Rhinecliff Fire House

Subject:
Regular Meeting

Participants:

· Present
· Absent
· Lance Ringel

· Melissa Cohen

Kathy Flynn

· Greg Sokaris

· Sharon Rushton

· Mark Browne

· Tom Holsapple

· Geoff Sanborn

· Dod Crane

· David Anthone

Copies to:

Rhinebeck Town Board

Rhinecliff.org

Kathy Kinsella

Rhinecliff Dock Committee

Overview of Discussion:

Meeting began at 7:00

Mark Browne reported on the ongoing work on reducing all the current posted speed limits by five miles per hour, thereby putting the hamlet in a category that would enable it to pursue other traffic calming measures. The major area of concern is around the train station.  Amtrak has spoken to the police to get them to step up enforcement and has put a stop sign for cars exiting the parking lot with the cab stands. David Anthone asked if this should be coordinated with the town’s traffic study. Dod Crane said that the date for the study hadn’t yet been determined and that the official approval hadn’t yet been made. 

David Anthone reported that he met with James Chapman about his plans for the sidewalk in front of the hotel and learned that there was going to be a cut into the sidewalk but not a traffic island.  He said too that Sue Sie called the police about illegal parkers in front of her office on Shatzell and that the police told her that the signage wasn’t sufficient to ticket them. According to Kathy Kinsella, the only way to get appropriate signage would be to bust up the sidewalk and re-pour the cement. With respect to parking regulations, Mark Browne said that most places are posted relatively well, but that there are gaps and that the posted parking doesn’t always correspond with what is on the books in town hall. Greg Sokaris said that lowering the hourly limit to chase away commuters would ease the situation. 

Lance Ringel said that he too met with James Chapman and that three cars only could fit in front of the hotel, because of a hydrant on that side of the street. He said too that the depths of the cuts aren’t on the plan. It was decided to wait until the sidewalk cut has been made before deciding on the issue and to check with Bruce Murphy to see whether he would be willing to have no parking, as opposed to two-hour parking, in front of China Rose. 

Greg Sokaris asked if the ultimate decision on this issue would be part of a comprehensive hamlet-wide proposal about parking. Mark Browne said that in the past the committee had discussed making two-hour parking from Mondays to Fridays between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. the uniform standard in the hamlet. It would apply on one side of the street, except on streets like Grinnell that are too narrow for any parking. There was a discussion about the issue of overnight guests and it was pointed out that Rhinebeck has a system of giving stickers to guests on Livingston St. Tom Holsapple said that this still left out the issue of enforcement. Dod Crane said the council could make its recommendations to the board and the board would pass it if it thought that the town could afford to enforce it. Mark Browne asked how the five hours a week budgeted for town police in Rhinecliff were tracked and Dod Crane said he would check on it and report back at the next meeting. David Anthone said the council would continue working on a graphic 

David Anthone asked Dod Crane about the progress on the comprehensive plan. Dod Crane said that the board hadn’t discussed it since the meeting with the council, but that the Open Space and Affordable Housing committee was scheduled to complete its report by April 15 and that a working group is discussing other related issues, including Holy Cross. The plan is in a redraft process to make it more readable but the content hasn’t changed much at all. The next big step is SEQR, but there’s no sign of when that’s going to be completed. The end of the moratorium is July 31 but it may be possible to extend it until the end of the year if the town is making good faith efforts to complete its work.

David Anthone reported that Randall Arendt had given the council documents with language that helps communites in New York with conservation subdivisions. He also suggested that the council re-address zoning issue, particularly the proposals to freeze lot lines and put a cap on square footage. 

Lance Ringel reported that the town’s conservation advisory committee approved the same walkway proposal that the council passed two weeks ago and that the proposal would come before the town board on Monday. He also said that rather than the three public concerts the waterfront committee put on last year it is going to sponsor one concert that will coincide with Kingston’s fourth of July fireworks. Tom Holsapple reported that Rhinecliff Waterfront Day was going to happen again this year, though perhaps not with the fireboat, and that the committee is looking for volunteers. 

David Anthone observed that there are no detailed plans for how the waterfront committee is going to get from the conceptual stage to completion. He said he is concerned about it in part because the current kayak dock isn’t working. Dod Crane said that in terms of liability issues, the town can include the site within its existing insurance policy. 

On the plowing issue from the last meeting, Dod Crane reported that Richard Kopyscianski said that a payloader had offered to knock off the first layer of snow blocking his office driveway. Kathy Kinsella confirmed this but said that she told the employee not to do things like this in the future. In terms of the sidewalk in front of his office, Richard Kopyscianski said that that area is always plowed because of the fire hydrant there. Dod Crane said in addition that there was miscommunication about who was supposed to clear the municipal lot and that Steve Block and Kathy Kinsella are going to work out who is responsible for it. Mark Browne asked what law was on the books about the clearing of sidewalks in Rhinecliff. Dod Crane said he would check but that he guessed it would be the responsibility of the homeowner. It was pointed out that the sidewalks on the south and east of the municipal lot were town property and Dod Crane said he would check to see if that was the town’s responsibility. 

Melissa Cohen said she would like the council to explore the creation of paths enabling pedestrians to get around the hamlet without walking in the street, without going so far as pouring sidewalks. David Anthone said that that seemed to go hand in hand with the aims of the traffic proposals and the greenway plan but that he didn’t know how it would work. Dod Crane said that in the town the right of way is 25 feet on either side of the center of the road but that he didn’t know what it is in the hamlet. David Anthone said that if we were to propose such a thing we would have to get buy-in from everyone along the roads. Lance Ringel asked if it would involve easements. David Anthone said it wouldn’t be an issue because that space along the roads belonged to the town. 

Andrew Sheppard asked if the council wanted to pursue Tim O’Brien’s offer to turn the municipal lot, to which he owns the right of way, into a mini-park. David Anthone asked if it would be attractive to people given that the park at the landing offers a view of the river. The effect of losing the parking spaces was discussed. David Anthone said it ran into direct conflict with the parking issues in the hamlet. Greg Sokaris said that the council would need to look at a formal proposal. 

Mark Browne said that the fire department has been discussing the revitalization of the playground behind the old schoolhouse. Andrew Sheppard said that the fire department had commitments from Williams Lumber for materials and was planning to start work in the spring.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

