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The Rhinebeck Plan
Public Opinion Survey
Open Ended Responses

Put all utilities underground

Quiet, bucolic but no longer rural in that sense.

Raise funds (taxes) for purchase of development rights. Address light pollution at
the recreation center. Create strong, anti-chain (formula store) laws and strict size
limits.

Raise three-acre zoning to a minimum of five actes (4)

Recycling program in the town

Reduce school tax load

remove RSB fence;

Remove the government monopoly exclusive access to taxes to taxpayer funds for
schools and institute charter schools and vouchers for private education.

Repair sidewalks in village. Parking in Rhinecliff.

Repair sidewalks, making them safe for walking and children’s bikes and skates.
Replace all sidewalks. Revenue install pay and display meters in parking areas at 25
cents an hout no one should balk. Once cost of installation is met, there will be not
much more than labor to collect and deposit coins in the bank account.

Requitre new businesses to conform to a certain look — it’s being done in Carmel,
Calit.

Reroute truck traffic.

Res. Development should stay cluster and hook up to town sewer

Restore buildings, rather than build new ones

Restrict growth to low-traffic, environmentally-friendly concepts

Retail along major highways.

Retain historic architecture

Retain Rhinebeck’s charm; no fast food, big supermarkets, gas stations, or prefabs
Rezone Rt. 9G North to be highway business to encourage development
RHINEBECK HAS BEEN A QUAINT TOWN, NOW IT IS A ZOO.
Rhinebeck has deep roots in American history. One has only to look at Colonial
Williamsburg in Virginia. Keep the historic parts intact and develop the outlying
areas.

Rhinebeck in danger of being fatcat ghetto; growth not needed; better commitment
to jobs for residents.

Rhinebeck is close to other major retail and industrial areas. It’s important that we
maintain our small town feel and balance our rural nature with the need to attack
new businesses. New business has to fit the character of the town.

Rhinebeck is fine the way it is; preservation not development; outlaw housing
developments like Stortini’s

Rhinebeck needs more apartment complexes; slow down the traffic, install signs to
give pedestrians right of way over vehicles; encourage public transportation
Rhinebeck needs to think of itself more as a “Hudson River Town” and build a
stronger connection to the River through access, understanding of tributaries, etc.
Rhinebeck should adopt a law requiring residential sprinkler systems be installed in
all new homes and town houses that are to be built.

Rhinebeck should be a blend of old and new while maintaining quality of life, slow
careful growth

Rhinebeck should encourage less acreage for new homes, improve standard for
housing development , more cluster style designs, affordable housing.
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The Rbinebeck Plan
Public Opinion Survey
Open Ended Responses

Rhinecliff could be tiny commercial hub with sewer setvices — just down Schatzell
Ave.

Rhinecliff needs a sewer system but cannot afford it. Encouraging a planned new
development close into the East Side of the hamlet would help pay for the sewer.
Allow the hamlet to grow organically within walking distance of the train station, and
provide a community controlled altetnative to the likely scenario otherwise more
subdivisions and condos like the gardens gradually filling in the fields in a sprawling
fashion. The town plan needs to identify specific ptiotity gtowth areas and guidelines
to reinforce the rural/hamlet/village pattern and avoid the subutrban sprawl and strip
pattern... and finally join the Greenway Compact!

Right turn lane at the junction of Rt. 9 and Rt. 308

River front seems underutilized

Route 9 traffic “thru” the Town/Village has to go via 9G.

Rural open spaces no home side by side, it still is rural, but must be careful.

Safe roads and pedesttian paths that are walk/bike friendly.

Save our open space, such as farmland, what little is left.

Save Southlands.

save the town for our children, development destroys

See clipping regarding cell phone tower.

Senior residences need to be encouraged — there is a teal need. Also we need
affordable hoses for the people who work and provide services in the community.
SERVICE TO LOCALS IS IMPORTANT.

Sewers in Rhinecliff

Should provide traffic calming features, including curb bulb outs at intersections,
safer pedestrian crossings.

Slow growth

Slow well controlled development fitting the environment and well spaced, keep
businesses small town.

Small bus route within town, between hamlet and village.

So much of what will make new development “wotk” ot not in Rhinebeck has to do
with its scale and intensity. New development should be similar in scale to the
Village. Existing out-of-scale places (like Stop and Shop plaza) should be retrofitted
over time by adding sidewalks, smaller/shorter light poles, etc. Adopt Greenway
guidelines.

STAY TRUE TO RHINEBECK’S HISTORY. ITS SPECIAL BECAUSE ITS
NOT HYDE PARK. ITS HISTORY IS RESISTING TEMPTATION OF
EXCESSIVE COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT. THIS IS BIGGEST APPEAL.
Stop allowing business drive the community’s decisions. With the exception of
Stickle’s and Northern Dutchess Pharmacy, little is provided for locals.

Stop it !

Stores should be built in village small so that rents affordable for service-oriented
businesses second-level office and professional moratorium on chain stores and
high-end restaurants; move more services back to village (police station, medical, and
clinic & doctors).

Strict control over future commercial and multi-dwelling construction.

Stricter zoning to stop large projects.
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The Rhinebeck Plan
Public Opinion Survey
Open Ended Responses

Strong potential for influx of Long Islanders wanting to escape crowds but have no
appreciation of Rhinebeck’s history and the need to preserve it; will bring suburban
expectations

Support the atts, students, elders, nourish children, penalize greed, stop favoring the
tired institutions and aging patriarchs, cherish new ideas.

Take it easy. Do not rush into something without thorough knowledge of long range
consequences, slow down.

Talk to the real people who live here. Right now at least there are more of us. Don’t
try to force your agenda down our throats. Most of us have real jobs and a real life.
tax break for people holding land open

TAX BREAKS FOR SENIORS IF THEY VOTE FOR SCHOOL BUDGETS.
taxes down

Thank you for this questionnaire.

The Astor flats is all commercial — too late now to correct that type of growth, but a
shame!

The center of town needs improved patking. A multi-story parking garage designed
to maintain the historic look of the Town would help keep current businesses stay
profitable and encourage futute businesses to comment o Rhinebeck.

The committee should carefully consider the impact of growth and development on
its current taxpaying residents. While we are for appropriate development we need to
insure that all residents are being considered, for example, new restaurants -
inadequate parking puts burden on residents. New Montgomery Row - inadequate
parking again. Not fair to the residents or the tourists.

The contemporary buildings you have allowed into town will ultimately defeat the
appeal of the quaintness that we had. Too many “chic” restaurants will not be
sustained by out seasonal toutrist business

The current methods of promoting Rhinebeck ate leading to an elitist community
where the people who work and live here can no longer continue to remain. We are
becoming a “weekender” town, similar to many Long Island towns. Currently
Rhinebeck is 40% Westchester. In a generation there will be few locals, only
transient workers who live in more affordable communities.

The entrance to the village on 308 is very non-descript.

The fairgrounds is a can of worms that needs to be opened —a committee should be
created to discuss how it can be better integrated into the community.

The Fairgrounds needs to be patt of the community. I belong to the Mid-Hudson
Kennel Assoc. and the Fairgrounds refuses to allow us to use the grounds for our
shows so we are going to Tech City. Mr. Odak rules his kingdom with an iron hand
and if he doesn’t like you “ain’t nobody likes you”.

The hospital is a vital resource

The idea is to discourage growth and development, not encourage it. Pedesttian-
friendly Rhinebeck is becoming car-infested Rhinebeck.

The ideas presented for more services, housing, businesses could be positive
improvements but for every box checked, who is going got pay for it? The taxpayer
of course. We have enjoyed living in rural Rhinebeck but are realizing our chances
of retiring here are slim. Looking ahead, say 10 yrs., the taxes alone will force us to
sell. Progress can’t be stopped, and shouldn’t be, but fast growth and development
of our town will ruin this rural community.
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The Rhbinebeck Plan
Public Opinion Survey
Open Ended Responses

The new Hartshorn building is unfortunate. It will make parking even more difficult,
pedestrian traffic more crowded, and Rhinebeck as tourist artifact more prominent.
What is needed going forward is a genuine dialogue and attention to the public
interest, not the political and economic lobbying that we know goes on. Rhinebeck
is a unique community in the Northeast, if not the country. Its stewards have a
grave responsibility to act wisely, not self-interestedly.

The number and quality of NYC style and priced restaurants is disproportional to
the attempt to maintain a sense balance and provide respite from NYC

The roads on the edge of the village should be grid-like, and the only places where
new houses should go

The shops in the Village are tourism only. Residents don’t shop there, nothing we
need.

The stores and restaurants cater to wealthy out of towners; we need establishments
that serve the locals

The Town and Village should buy areas to use as parking space. We have a great
need for a center-of-town grocery stote.

The town and village should join together to control town and village laws.

The town is beautiful and growth has been well managed to date.

The Town of Rhinebeck should help fund the Morton Library.

The town’s great asset is its old-fashioned air, quiet and free of ugly development. It
is 18uckyt that Kingston & Route 9 provided for shopping. We need things for
younger people and families.

The traffic needs to be controlled. It’s not safe to walk with my kids in town due to
traffic. We need more public parking, metered lots?, less street parking.

The trend of catering to tourists with upscale shops and restaurants needs to be
balanced by providing facilities and services for local residents of all income levels
The village is in need of a store that sells women’s and men’s clothing. Rhinebeck
Dept. Store is limited in this respect. Men’s store in Montgomery Row is pricey. No
more CVS’s, no Gaps or Banana Republics. No more restaurants or real estate
offices. More bicycle and walking paths.

The village itself is pretty much determined by virtue of the architecture in place, but
the outskirts have to be carefully planned so that we don’t end up with strip malls
and developments instead of open land.

The Village needs a central sitting spot, akin to a town square or grassy area with
benches. Short of this we could design a variety of smaller places to rest, meet, read,
etc.

The village should provide local service via stotes that provide attention and value. I
miss a village butcher, grocery etc..

There has and continues to be too little emphasis placed on children in this
community- mostly facilities. The school facilities are atrocious, particularly sports
facilities. Village and town spotts facilities are also atrocious.

There is a lot of unutilized parking in Rhinebeck Village, The Village should lease it
and make it available to the public. It’s time for the Village to remove the “no more
curbside pickup” signs. I think they should restore the period as well.

There is nothing for teens to do other than the movies or mall, kids just hang out at
the CVS parking lot

There needs to be more collaboration of town and village services e.g. police,
garbage, rec
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The Rhinebeck Plan
Public Opinion Survey
Open Ended Responses

There should be growth in the community but under a controlled envitonment.
This is becoming an elitist community, whete if I had to live alone, I could no longer
afford to live. Rhinebeck should continue the good wotk, so it doesn’t become like
the towns south of us, lined with stories, traffic, nightmates. Keep chain stotes out.
Find a way to get a balance of mote affordable housing in Rhinebeck (3)

This is the time to protect our open and rural spaces. We cannot ruin the very things
that make us so attractive. Let us not become a Wappinger Falls ot Hyde Patk.
Preserve our small town feel. Don’t sell out to commerce.

Too many eating places.

Too many group homes, e.g. Daytop, Anderson School, etc.

Too many 'multi-million dollar monsttosities.

Too many signs, both directional and commercial. Are unattractive.

Store window displays need attention. Store painting needs to be kept up. Matket
Street, Montgomery Street need clean-up weekly or more often. A tidy, neat, clean,
well kept up appearance is what make a town attractive.

too much commercial development

too much congestion in the village and no parking

tourism is ruining RBK;

Town center should be cherished. Build up and over rather then tenuous and broken
apart. Fill all holes with structutes approptiate to human scale.

Town or Village government would be most effective if combined.

TOWN PLANNING BOARD ATTITUDES ARE INSULTING AND
CONDESCENDING.

Town should have a lake instead of a pool

Traffic control need to be a top priority

Traffic lights — center of village and 9 & 9G should not be timed as they are. One
lane should go at a time. Traffic will move more smoothly with less congestion, less
chance of accidents, more efficiently, in less time. Parking spaces in the village-
should be lined (marked), with tickets issued for not being within the lines — we
could patk more cars this way.

Traffic lights at Route 9 & Market Street are ridiculous — setup is not good for cars
or pedestrians. No more high priced restaurants are needed.

Traffic speed outside the village is fast and dangerous

TROLLEY LINKING RB AND RHINECLIFF.

Try keeping the taxes down.

Tty to keep it local- local people need local places, A walking village is of the utmost
importance. We felt an area that lost its walking and vital village due to strip
development.

Underground utility lines

upgrade schools;

Use Holy Cross as a Senior housing project ot rec centet

Use restraint on growth to ensure what is left of the rural atmosphere.

Use the design standards

Use the town meeting concept to vote on the type and amount of development that
we want

Vernacular architectural styles should be encouraged

Village needs to have more training for police; deploy less lethal weapons

Watch out for newcomers who want to change the town
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The Rhinebeck Plan
Public Opinion Survey
Open Ended Responses

Waterfront/Rhinecliff needs setious attention.

We are losing the old street trees in the town and village at an alarming rate. These
should be preserved — they are not replaceable in our lifetime.

We definitely need a store on Rt. 9 to take the place of Jamesway.

We hope for slow and tasteful growth. We don’t need business ot tourist incentives,
no more parking required.

We live east of the village, an area I believe is neglected and not valued- although it is
beautiful and represents “rural” Rhinebeck.

We love Rhinebeck just as it is. Keep new growth in harmony.

We moved to Rhinebeck over a year ago because of the small and quiet village feel
and its affordability. We chose over Red Hook because of the affordability of
restaurants and services.

We need a building for the youth

We need a public art center for classes and exhibition

We need a village food market; reduce speeding. Install blinking red lights

We need another IGA in the village.

We need excellent, well-maintained, modern public educational facilities.

We need facilities for the older youth in town (with supervision, of coutse, i.e. kids in
the 7"  through High school grades). Unfortunately these kids don’t want to
participate in these activities-they would rather go & hang out at the movie
theaters (pay to go in & leave the movies eatly to hang out outside a maybe cause
problems( fights, drugs, drinking). Parents will have to be involved heavily to make
sure their kids are using the facilities.

We need shops and eateries that cater to residents. Add places to sit outdoors in the
Village, including a small, open patk space with benches and trees. Purchase Foster’s
parking lot for this purpose.

We need to allow for controlled growth. We cannot let a minotity stop the careful
growth and development we need.

We need to attract more business, not just tourism

We need to preserve the historical quality of all renovations & new building. We
don’t want to lose the charm.

We should be open to new businesses and development, as long as we keep the
quaint, historical, lovely look of the town. Why should we travel to other towns to
have a better choice of clothing, goods and services/ shopping. Lets help to keep the
money in our town. There is plenty of available land for people to build on, but
zoning and all of the ‘red tape’ involved won’t allow development.

We would like to see Rhinebeck remain as much as possible the way it is now. We
suggest that the town continue to promote so called cultural tourism since it brings
new resources to the town without damaging it’s character ot it’s resoutces.

We’re alteady beyond “rural,” but can still embrace what’s left to preserve — open
space, small farms, bike/horse paths, natural foods and food markets

We’ve all moved from somewhere over the year because of what the area was. Now
we want it to be more convenient, and have a modicum of the big city near. Me, I’d
prefer to travel to NYC or Boston for arts and culture & enjoy Rhinebeck for why I
moved here.

While some growth may be good, improving the quality of what’s here is mote
important
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Public Opinion Survey
Open Ended Responses

Why must Rhinebeck grow? Whose ends are/is this growth serving? Why not meet
current needs before considering growing? Are we prepared to grow?

Wish I had some great idea.

work hard against sprawl

WORK WITH LOCAL BUILDERS AND DEVELOPERS.

Work with Scenic Hudson.

You could encourage the village to be more bike friendly by having businesses
provide bike racks for safe parking. Rhinecliff scale should be preserved. A coffee
shop, luncheon place and general store would be nice.

You need to avoid pootly built homes or condos. We need high quality buildings
and not too many of them.

Young family concerned about the cost of housing,.

Zoning — 10 actes outside the village-stop subdivision, too many people here already

Use the space below to record any other comments made by
respondents that do not fit into the open-ended responses provided

above.

1. Despite all objections, CVS is low-key and tries to fit into the Village character. That
should be enforced will all commercial businesses

2. Encourage recycling

3 Get Time Warner Cable to bring PBS-TV from New York City, as opposed to
Albany

4. Hudson ~ there’s no place for families to park or sit for a visit. I own property in
Rcliff and am known to the locals. When I attempt to look over the cliffs, 'm asked
to leave. I might add, I park on my own property, and walk to the cliffs.

5. Hudson River — develop it with parks and hiking trails

6. Hudson River: Support keeping it clean and accessible. Don’t permit any
commertcial development or a marina at the River

7. It seems that our highway department wants to make rural roads into high-speed
bypasses!

8. Keep and enforce strict zoning and signage.

9. Manage light pollution and parking problems in Town and Village

10.  More land for community supported agticulture (CGAs), and organic farming

11. New building on Route 9 is overbuilding and ugly. I hope it is the first and last of its
type.

12, Provide a Park & Ride lot near the Bridge, so people who commute to Kingston
could carpool

13. Rhinebeck government can’t solve everyone’s issues, re housing, etc. It’s not
government’s role. Instead, stay out of the way and stop trying to make a few vocal
people happy.

14. Schools must be upgraded, including facilities and the academic program

15. Shuttle bus between Rhinecliff Train Station and the Stop & Shop parking lot,
passing the Hospital for drop-offs and pick-ups. If needed, parking space could be
rented from Stop & Shop, which alteady has way too much of it, now. (This would
represent Hospital, Town and Village cooperation.)

16. Sidewalks are needed everywhere in the Village — particularly to the schools
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The Rhbinebeck Plan
Public Opinion Survey
Open Ended Responses

Starr recreation facilities are excellent

Town and Village should share critical services

We need more walking and bicycle paths. It’s time for a safe bike lane, keeping rural
roads as low speed as possible. (4)

Why doesn’t Rhinebeck get a bigger share of the Faitgrounds gross revenue?

Why is the Town Highway Department giving Scheer Cleaners a hard time? They
had the perfect drive-thru solution; now, with cars backing and tutning, it
discourages use and ultimately will result in fender-benders, or worse.

Open ended question note-takets:
Baldauf, Closs, Fink, Hallenbeck, Kelly, Lyons, Mazzarella, Meyer, Moore, Myerson,
Rosenberg, Smith, Temple-Smith, Tietjen, Trimble, Tynet, Vallas, Varicchio, Verrilli, Wills

[Open Ended Questions (MasterList); 10/29/2004 12:32 PM]
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