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Some thoughts about future development

Future development can be approached from two different points of view.

First, Old Historic Rhinebeck can be kept just as it is with tree-lined streets in block
formation while other growth surrounds its edges with ranch houses in cul de sacs and/or
condominium housing surrounded by open space.

Or, second, a large tract of open space surrounding the village can zoned so that new
housing that goes up near the village edges is restricted to traditional guidelines using
tree-lined blocks and houses with more traditional exteriors. The village can be
surrounded by open space with more modern housing going up in separate sections more
removed from the village.

Some comments about both:

The charm of old villages is that they do not have ranch houses or condominiums. If the
atmosphere of Rhinebeck is to be maintained more traditional housing might be
desirable. On the other hand, new housing, mimicking the old, diminishes the uniqueness
of the old.

Open space surrounding condominiums can be vulnerable to future housing demands
with the potential for extremely dense housing. There is no guarantee that open land is
invulnerable forever.

Condominiums and low cost multiple housing units are more vulnerable to financial
swings and pressure to become subsidized housing which can fall into disrepair because
of lack of funds.

Starter homes can be smaller homes on traditional sized lots with planned room for
expansion as families and finances grow. Smaller houses or apartments for the elderly
can be grouped near traditional houses. Open space can be provided by surrounding
parks with housing thereby limiting access for safety and reducing the possibility of
rezoning. Commons fees can be charged to maintain open spaces.



Some comments about economic development:

A strong economy must not come at the expense of local residents or else we might as
well move out and become a Williamsburg, something for display only with staged
residents, or become a community engulfed by tourism such as Lake George.

Residents should not find it necessary to travel in order to find affordable necessities.

New store space must be found which means either declaring more residences zoned for
business in order to keep it in the village, or carefully allowing new businesses on nearby
open spaces replicating the village look. Increasing available spaces will help push rents
down so family/individual owned stores can survive in non-tourist related businesses.
Rhinebeck could be the town to shop in for that quaint, old-time, shopper friendly village.

Rhinebeck could become a partner with nearby Hyde Park, which is exploring
transportation options.

If Rhinebeck chooses not to expand business opportunities, then transportation must be
found for seniors who don’t drive distances or those without cars.(Yes there are such

people)

Current businesses located along Route 9 should be encouraged to create more of a
village look with landscaping, parking plans and facades.

New small stores could be constructed at thefront edge of the mall with a village street
look and access. Parking lots could be configured more like villages perhaps more stores
in the center. (Hyde Park is considering some of these options)

Route 9 on the flats needs to look more like a mainstreet than a highway.

Enlarging our business base will help relieve homeowners from increasingly higher taxes
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