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MEETING MINUTES

Meeting:
No. 6, 5 October 2006

Location:
Rhinecliff Fire House

Subject:
Regular Meeting

Participants:

· Present
· Absent
· Lance Ringel

· Dod Crane

· Melissa Cohen

(
Kathy Flynn

· Greg Sokaris

· Sharon Rushton

· Mark Browne

· Tom Holsapple

· Geoff Sanborn

(
David Anthone

Copies to:

Rhinebeck Town Board

Rhinecliff.org

Kathy Kinsella

Rhinecliff Dock Committee

Overview of Discussion:

Meeting began at 6:50 with first Geoff Sanborn and then Lance Ringel serving as acting chair. 

The council discussed the draft of the letter about the Rhinecliff TND, making some suggestions about changes.

Chris Gould presented the council with copies of the engineering report that he paid for and presented to the town board in 2003. The company he commissioned, Chazen Engineering, came up with nine safety violations and 90 percent of the residents on Kelly Street signed a petition supporting traffic safety maintenance. In general, he said, Rhinecliff’s streets pose a safety hazard and need traffic safety maintenance. If Kelly St. has these noncompliance issues, Orchard St. certainly has them. How can you put an access road onto a street that won’t pass a safety test? He also said that the town could be legally liable for ignoring the engineering report, and that he’s seen examples of towns that have had to pay out multimillion dollar settlements even in cases without engineering reports. The five 25 mph speed limit signs that went up just before the election won’t solve the problem, according to the highway design manual. But now that the speed limit has been lowered to 25 mph, Kelly St. could be categorized as a class one roadway, and the highway design manual has a whole toolbox of things you can do with a class one roadway. 

Melissa Cohen said that she has been going around taking photographs of the kinds of problems that Chris Gould described.  Lance Ringel said he didn’t want this to be lost in the general report, and that he thought it should be a separate presentation. 

In discussing how to collect the hamlet’s response to the council’s letter about the TND, a number of strategies were suggested, including mailings, going door to door, getting feedback on rhinecliff.org., and holding a public meeting. It was decided that all of the above strategies could be pursued in order to get the most complete data possible. Dod Crane informed the committee that the town board has a map of Rhinecliff showing all the lots in the hamlet, as defined for the purposes of forming the advisory council. The council thought that in conjunction with voter rolls or other lists of residents’ names this would provide the necessary basis for a door-to-door survey. Because of his experience with generating surveys, Greg Sokaris was tapped to compose survey questions for the hamlet, based on the TND letter. 

Greg Sokaris presented a draft copy of a list of recommendations to guide future development surrounding Rhinecliff. The other members of the council received it very favorably. There was some discussion over how to decide what percentage of existing housing would be reasonable and fair to add to the housing stock of Rhinecliff.  

Before adjourning, the council voted unanimously to forward Chris Gould’s study of Kelly Street to the town board, recommending that the board take it into consideration and that it commission a traffic survey for the entire hamlet.

Meeting adjourned at 8:33. 

