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MEETING MINUTES

Meeting:
14 December 2006

Location:
Rhinecliff Fire House

Subject:
Regular Meeting

Participants:

· Present
· Absent
· Lance Ringel

· Dod Crane

· Melissa Cohen

· Kathy Flynn

· Greg Sokaris

· Sharon Rushton

· Mark Browne

· Tom Holsapple

· Geoff Sanborn

· David Anthone

Copies to:

Rhinebeck Town Board

Rhinecliff.org

Kathy Kinsella

Rhinecliff Dock Committee

Overview of Discussion:

Meeting began at 6:50. 

Kathy Kinsella noted:

--there will be a change in parking regulations in front of China Rose. Any changes to the streetlights in that area will have to keep the same candlepower.

--there have been complaints about parking around the monument, but there’s no ordinance on the books about it, so there’s nothing to enforce

--there’s a strip on Kelly St. measuring traffic volume right now. This is the county’s doing, and it’s random. 

A general discussion ensued about speeding in the hamlet. There was a great deal of support for working toward changing the speed limit in the hamlet to 25 mph, possibly extending from Holy Cross to Long Dock Road. The procedure would be for the council to send a proposal to the town board, which could then send it on to the state. Kathy Kinsella said that her inclination is to be very supportive. Some traffic calming measures that were suggested were texturing the roads and putting a Welcome to Rhinecliff sign on the side of Morton Road.

Other notes:

--the town might want to consider making the entrance and exit to the Rhinecliff parking lot one way.

--there’s a couple of yellow curbs in the hamlet that the department hasn’t painted.

--the department did some work on the Orchard St. retaining wall this year. It also extended the guard rail along Dutchess Terrace. 

--the department would like to find a way of doing leaf and brush pickup on a scheduled basis. Signs might be put up that follow the model of the Rhinecliff Fire Dept. pancake breakfast signs. 

--in case of emergencies, 876-6263 is the highway department number

In general, she said, Rhinecliff presents special challenges to the highway department, in terms of traffic, parking, snow removal, etc., because of its topography and density. 

The discussion turned to parking regulations. One question was whether it would be better to request 2 hour parking or 5 hour parking. It should be at least a mostly uniform request: it’s easier to understand and to enforce. 

Kathy Kinsella said that she had gathered together the parking regulations on the books in Rhinecliff; there are a lot of them, passed at various points between 1972 and 2004, and there are inconsistencies in them. If it’s on the books but there are no signs, it can’t be enforced. 

Steve Block offered the suggestion that the town could deputize volunteer constables to enforce parking regulations in the hamlet. 

There was a discussion of handicapped parking, and of the merits of having handicapped spaces in front of the fire department, the post office, and/or the library.

With respect to sidewalks, Kathy Kinsella said that the only place where the town, as opposed to the village, has sidewalks, is Rhinecliff. Cynthia Phillip observed that those sidewalks were put in with block grants because Rhinecliff was a low-income neighborhood (before 2000). 

With respect to the Shatzell Ave. proposal for extending two hour parking,David Anthone proposed looking at the issue in relation to the 

James Chapman proposed moving an antique-style light pole to take the place of the current street light in front of the Rhinecliff Hotel. The brightness will be controlled by the Hotel. James Chapman said that his commitment was to adjust that brightness to respond to the needs of neighbors. David Anthone asked about the lumens, and suggested using a light meter to check the lumens of the current lamp. He also asked whether the council wanted to look at a comprehensive proposal for relamping the hamlet. Kathy Kinsella said the missing piece in the proposal at this point is the question of how much light is currently being cast there.
