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MEETING MINUTES

Meeting:
No. 3, 24 August 2006

Location:
Rhinecliff Fire House

Subject:
Regular Meeting

Participants:

· Present
· Absent
· Steve Block

· Lance Ringel

· Melissa Cohen

· Kathy Flynn

· Sharon Rushton

· Greg Sokaris

· Mark Browne

· Tom Holsapple

· Geoff Sanborn

· David Anthone

Copies to:

Rhinebeck Town Board

Rhinecliff.org

Kathy Kinsella

Rhinecliff Dock Committee

Overview of Topics of Discussion:
· Arguments against the logic of the proposed TND

· Explorations of alternatives to the proposed TND

Highlights of Discussion:

The meeting (a “working session” for the council) was called to order at 6:45 p.m.

Steve Block said that the proposed TND is not actually a TND. It’s a residential subdivision. The real question is whether residential development next to the hamlet should happen. The council needs to address things like Michael DeCola and Jamie Kibel’s proposals. Their lawyer, Joel Russell, has made cogent arguments that need to be reviewed. 

Andrew Sheppard said that Russell writes that Rhinecliff has a desperate need for sewers and argued that he, like others, is spinning things in order to accomplish what he wants to do. 

Lance Ringel said that if we’re all unhappy with the TND, we have to come up with some kind of counterproposal. He noted that the Holy Cross property is not a meadow; it’s already been developed. A development there would create traffic problems, but it may be a better option.

Cynthia Phillip agreed, saying that the town is dumping on Rhinecliff in order to achieve its goal of open space. There are other places in the town where this kind of development could take place. 

Andrew Sheppard reminded the council that he and David Anthone presented a proposal to the Comprehensive Plan committee that offered another solution. 

David Anthone noted that what people keep coming back to is developing closer to the swimming pool and the new library. 

Melissa Cohen said that we don’t have to take on the Comprehensive Plan point by point, but we do need to address Holy Cross. 

Kathy Flynn said that we have to think about the impact of development on both ends of the hamlet.  

Andrew Sheppard said that we need to formulate the reasons why the hamlet needs to be protected, like its historical significance and the fact that you can’t widen the roads in its center.

David Anthone suggested that part of the answer could be the rezoning of Holy Cross for residential five-acre development (R5).

Dod Crane agreed, saying that looking at it globally, there’s already an R5 out there adjacent to Holy Cross. You could just extend that zoning over the Holy Cross territory. 

Tom Holsapple asked about the possibility of a bypass road across the Creed property linking Mill Rd. to Rt. 308. You could have a sign at the Rt. 308 junction saying historic Rhinecliff this way, Rhinebeck and Rt. 9 that way. 

Dod Crane said that the viewscape could be preserved by putting new development behind the hills on Creed or south of the swimming pool. 

Andrew Sheppard asked why Jamie Kibel and Michael DeCola were proposing a cul-de-sac fronting on Morton Road.

Cynthia Phillip said that during the visioning session there had been a proposal for a greenbelt trail system around the hamlet starting at Wilderstein and following the contours of the land. It could be permanently locked up through Scenic Hudson.

Dod Crane returned to the question of how to argue against the proposed TND, saying he needed data that says that you can’t widen those roads and that you can’t deal with all those cars down there. The hamlet has to make sure that its proposals don’t sound parochial to the town. 

Andrew Sheppard said that what should have been the centerpiece of the Comprehensive Plan is interconnected open space. A greenbelt trail system could make it possible for people in Rhinebeck to get on their bicycles with their kids and go down to the waterfront. 

Geoff Sanborn suggested that the council’s report to the Town Board should ultimately consist of two parts: a section laying out the problems with the proposed TND and a section that presented an alternative. 

David Anthone said that each section could consist of lists of pros and cons.

Dod Crane said that the council’s proposal might ultimately have to involve taking a hit of density at the south end of the hamlet but funneling the traffic elsewhere. 

Melissa Cohen said she didn’t want the hamlet to stand still. She said she wanted to see things added to it, like a coffee shop, a place to get milk and eggs, a playground, a road you can walk along without feeling like you’re going to get run over. 

Sharon Rushton noted that the fire department is currently in the process of restoring the baseball field behind the old school on Orchard Street, and that there’s talk of putting up a pavilion at some point. 

Mark Browne observed that stores and cafes have come and gone in Rhinecliff because there’s not enough volume to sustain them. 

Steve Block said that there are competing goals here: preserving the hamlet and preserving open space. We need to make sure that whatever development there is along the road is clustered and has open space. And then there’s the problem of affordability. 

Cynthia Phillip said that whatever is presented should have topographical markings on it. 

Mark Browne observed that there is a 70 to 80 foot elevation difference between the railroad station and the proposed TND.

Sharon Rushton presented a flier for a survey and an announcement of meetings for PANDA. The council agreed to defer the survey but to go ahead with the PANDA announcement. 

David Anthone said that he would bring the proposal that he and Andrew Sheppard had created to the next meeting. The council agreed that the next meeting should consist primarily of reviewing that proposal.

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Please review these minutes for errors and omissions and return your comments to the preparer within one week. If no comments are received, this document shall be considered an accurate record of discussions.

