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MEETING MINUTES

Meeting:
No. 2, 10 August 2006

Location:
Rhinecliff Fire House

Subject:
Regular Meeting

Participants:

· Present
· Absent
· Steve Block

· Lance Ringel

· Melissa Cohen

(
Kathy Flynn

· Sharon Rushton

· Greg Sokaris

· Mark Browne

· Tom Holsapple

· Geoff Sanborn

· David Anthone

Copies to:

Rhinebeck Town Board

Rhinecliff.org

Kathy Kinsella

Rhinecliff Dock Committee

Overview of Topics of Discussion:

· Rhinecliff Hotel. Steve Block informed the council that James Chapman was given a permit to resume work on the hotel.

· Old burial ground and ruins of Kip-Beekman house. It was discovered that the burial ground is on land in private hands and that the site of the Kip-Beekman house is owned by the Rhinebeck Historical Society. It was generally agreed that each site is significant and needs more protection.

· Report of Comprehensive Plan subcommittee. (see highlights of discussion below)

· Report of Traffic subcommittee. (see highlights of discussion below)

· Report of Septic and Sewer subcommittee. No report.

SUBCOMMITTEE BUSINESS ITEMS:

	Item No.
	Description
	Status
	Contact
	Due
	Status

	1
	Draft Comprehensive Plan Review
	New
	K. Flynn

M. Cohen

G. Sokaris
	October 26, 2006
	

	2
	Automobile and Pedestrian Traffic Review
	New
	D. Anthone

M. Browne

S. Rushton
	
	

	3
	Septic and Sewer Review
	New
	T. Holsapple

G. Sanborn

L. Ringel
	
	


OPEN FLOOR:

Discussion of Comprehensive Plan Review:

Steve Block suggested that the council invite the intellectual leaders of the Comprehensive Plan to hear and respond to criticisms of the plan. The point would not be for them to present to the council but for the council to present to them. He was of the opinion that the authors of the plan haven’t had enough of an opportunity to engage in a dialogue with people who are in disagreement with them. 

Dod Crane informed the council that the Town Board had contracted with a consultant to present an independent review of the whole plan by the end of August. He suggested that the council might need to make its presentation to the board by the beginning of November. 

Members of the council discussed their understandings of their roles. It was generally agreed that the members of the council should function both as representatives of the community and as leaders. 

By the end of the meeting, the members of the council decided to focus on identifying the key issues relating to Rhinecliff in the Comprehensive Plan and to come up with a consensus account of what those issues are at the next meeting. There appeared to be a general sense that the members of the council should then gather the community’s response to the Comprehensive Plan’s treatment of those issues, and that it should gather relevant data from outside sources as well. The aim in each case would be to determine what does or does not make sense in these parts of the Plan and to explain why.

David Anthone reported that the Friends of Rhinebeck want to invite town development expert Randall Arndt to come to Rhinebeck and have said that they will foot the bill. 

Discussion of Traffic:

David Anthone reported that he will be meeting tomorrow with Kathy Kinsella, highway superintendent (David).

Steve Block noted that the Rhinebeck Collaboration, a group that addresses affecting the school system, the village, and the town, will be discussing traffic and pedestrian safety at its next meeting, which will be held on 21 August at 4 p.m. in the superintendent’s office. 

Andrew Sheppard pointed out that the town doesn’t have the authority to change speed limits and suggested that the council should begin the process of finding out how to get the authorization to change speed limits before the traffic study is completed. 

Cynthia Phillips said the problem is not the speed but the volume of traffic expected in the future. Is anyone looking into the volume of traffic that will be generated by the developments?

David Anthone observed that the council had talked in its last meeting about hiring a consultant to do a study of this kind. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

