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MEETING MINUTES

Meeting:
No. 4, 7 September 2006

Location:
Rhinecliff Fire House

Subject:
Regular Meeting

Participants:

· Present
· Absent
· Lance Ringel

· Kathy Flynn

(
Melissa Cohen

· Sharon Rushton

· Greg Sokaris

· Mark Browne

· Tom Holsapple

· Geoff Sanborn

(
David Anthone

Copies to:

Rhinebeck Town Board

Rhinecliff.org

Kathy Kinsella

Rhinecliff Dock Committee

Overview of Discussion:

Meeting began at 7:03 with Lance Ringel serving as acting chair. 

Lance Ringel observed that the central concept in the alternative plan on rhinecliff.org is taking greenlands and wetlands off the table, clustering development away from the road. 

Greg Sokaris said that one of the problems with the Comprehensive Plan is that it gets too specific and suggested that we should be more vague in our recommendations. It all gets fleshed out in the development process—it’s premature to go into very much detail now. 

Kathy Flynn said there should be some parameters, like the distance of any proposed development from the hamlet. 

Geoff Sanborn asked if it would make sense to use the argument about the importance of walkable communities in making the case for a development closer to Rhinebeck. Lance Ringel noted that even the eastern cluster in the alternative plan isn’t that close to Rhinebeck. Greg Sokaris said that maybe the development in the Creed property would be a driving scenario. Lance Ringel commented that TNDs seem to look like suburban developments even in the best of circumstances. Tom Holsapple said that The Gardens are a visible example that nobody is going to walk to Rhinebeck. 

Greg Sokaris said the key issue is the bypass road, given that there’s going to be development on DiCola and on Holy  Cross. Given the necessarily increased traffic, it would make sense to go back to the historic street pattern on Kelly Street, restoring the corner where there is now a bend.  

Kathy Flynn said we need to take an extremely close look at zoning in the hamlet. In the Comprehensive Plan, everything on Shatzell could be commercial. The firehouse building was zoned as civic but that could change. She added that there’s going to be growth. We just need to have controlled growth closer to Rhinebeck and out of sight with bypass roads. We also need affordable housing. The elderly are losing their homes left and right because they can’t afford the taxes. Teachers at our schools can’t live here. $200,000 is not affordable for most people around here.

Lance Ringel said that if there’s things that reflect the will of the people that aren’t in the plan, then we need to articulate those things. The plan on rhinecliff.org is largely addressing the visionary part. We need to talk about retooling that plan to the point where we’ll be comfortable. 

Greg Sokaris said that we need to look at the zoning in the hamlet and come up with our own alternative too. The Holy Cross development is not isolated. It’s going to affect everything around it.

Sharon Rushton noted that originally the Holy Cross site was going to be developed as a retirement community. Geoff Sanborn asked if that idea could be revived and Holy Cross could be zoned for a commercial retirement community. Kathy Flynn said that if it was zoned for commercial development, then you could have some other business there.  Greg Sokaris said that the town could tell developers that the zoning would be 20 acres unless they built a senior development. He noted as well, with respect to the question of affordable housing, that “affordable” actually has a legal definition based on median income in the area. 

It was agreed that on the 21st we would have Dave and Andrew give the power point presentation on the alternative plan, and that we would work on coordinating our efforts with the dock committee.

The meeting adjourned at 8: 10.

Please review these minutes for errors and omissions and return your comments to the preparer within one week. If no comments are received, this document shall be considered an accurate record of discussions.

