	
	

	Water Conservation Tips


	[image: image1.jpg]—ort





	[image: image2.png]



	Shut water off while brushing your teeth. If you keep the water running you use 10 gallons; if you shut it off you use only 1/2 gallon.
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	Turn off the tap while shaving. Instead of using 20 gallons you will use one.
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	Toilet flushing uses up to 7 gallons. Ultra-low flush toilets are available that use only one to two gallons. Many water utilities will give you rebates to help finance your transition to a water-saving toilet.
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	Showers use less water than tub baths, and short showers are even better. After you wet down, turn off the water, soap yourself, and then quickly rinse off. Efficient use of water during showering can bring down use from 25 gallons to 4.
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	Fill automatic dishwashers completely for greatest efficiency. Use water efficient cycles.
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	Use a broom, not the hose, to clean sidewalks and driveways.
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	Replace worn-out washers. A dripping faucet leaks seven gallons of water a day.
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	Check for leaks in your pipes. A leak of only 1/32 of an inch in diameter can waste over 150 gallons a day.
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	A running hose uses 10 gallons a minute, so reduce the time the hose is running.
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	If possible replace turf areas with patios, decking, courtyards and walkways. You will improve the value of your property while cutting back on grassy turf, the biggest water-user in your yard.
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	When landscaping or replacing flowers or shrubs consider native plants that need minimal watering. Instead of thirsty, high maintenance lawns, use ground covers in no-traffic areas.
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	Most lawns and gardens are over-watered by as much as 40 percent. You can actually improve your grass and plants while saving water by: 

·    watering only every third day 

·    watering in early morning to avoid evaporation 

·    installing a drip-evaporation system 

·    maintaining a layer of mulch around flowers beds and shrubs 
·    reducing fertilization.
	


